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James, Oscar Wilde, H. G. Wells and Virginia Woolf. A belle-lettriste, a self-consciously Continental intellectual
and a pacifist, Lee's changing authorial masks doubly anticipate and participate in the wider shift from
Victorian earnestness to Modernist play marking British letters over the course of fifty years. Ultimately,
however, Lee emerges as an increasingly isolated figure harried both by her attraction to other women and the
incipient destruction of her beloved Europe in the 'Great Game' of empire.
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