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Berdicheva through the Pale of Settlement toward Vilna, the rabbi s birthplace and still the home of his brother
and his family. Though he is still a vigorous man, the rabbi is too wise to assume he will remain so forever. He
longs to see those he loves, and yearns to revisit the cherished places of his childhood at least one more time.
Along the way he has agreed to visit the congregation of the Great Rabbi of Chelm and meet with the wise men
of his congregation, the legendary Khakhomim of Chelm. Like all the learned men of his time, the rabbi is
aware that Chelm, despite its reputation as a center of erudition, is also known as the legendary City of Fools.
Inclined to think well of his fellow man, the Rabbi of Berdicheva had always dismissed such talk as nonsense.
But as he and his party draw closer to Chelm, he begins to hear stories of the consequences of the unique
reasoning and surprising wisdom of the Great Rabbi and the Khakhomim of Chelm. These stories, if true, would
make a person think that what passed for wisdom elsewhere would be regarded as folly in Chelm, and what
passed for wisdom in Chelm would be seen as foolishness anywhere else. To those who were not immersed in
the ways of Chelm, what was understood as the justice and generosity decreed by the Khakhomim of Chelm
often appeared to be unfair, cruel,...
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