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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 32 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1915. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER III. RISE AND FALL OF PORTUGEASE POWER IN INDIA. Before the last
quarter of the 15th century India was to the Christian nations of the West a closed country. The whole of the
carrying trade, both to the East and to the West, for centuries was in the hands of the Mohammedans. They
benefited by the monopoly of it. Through the gates of the mouth of the Red Sea, and the mouth of the Persian
Gulf the wealth of India poured into the marts of Arabia and Persia. AFer Spain and Portugal freed themselves
from the Mohammedan power they were set at liberty to work out their own salvation. AFer a century of
strenuous eGorts a sea route was discovered to the East when Bartholomew Dias rounded the Cape of Good
Hope in 1487. The Portuguese were not slow in taking aidvantage of this discovery. They despatched three
vessels under Vasco da Gama, on July 8th, 1497, which reached India, some eight miles north of Calicut, on May
17th, 1498. The condition of Malabar, and the state of the civilisation of Calicut, under Samuri, at this period can
be well ascertained from the testimony of a Persian, Abdur Razak, who visited Calicut in 1442, 56 years before
Vasco da Gama landed there. In spite of his dislike to the Malabar Coast and the cold treatment he received
from Samuri of Calicut, the chief ruler of Malabar, his description of it is noteworthy. The...
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