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Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,0, Free University of Berlin (Institute for English
Linguistics), course: Second Language Acquisition, 23 entries in the bibliography, language: English, comment:
It is commonly known that children with regular faculties and given normal circumstances easily master their
native language.Unfortunately, perfect language mastery is rarely the result of SLA. One of the most obvious
potential explanations for the lack of success of L2 learners compared to L1 learners is that the acquisition of L2
begins at a later age than that of the mother tongue does.Thus, it has been prevalently assumed that age itself
is a predictor of L2 proficiency., abstract: One of the central questions that SLA has tried to answer is why
learners of a non-native language (L2) evince such a high degree of interindividual variation in their final
attainment relative to the L2 components and skills they have acquired. In order to offer a satisfactory response
to this key issue, SLA researchers have posited the existence of a set of individual factors of a very different
nature, such as aptitude, motivation, attitude, personality, and intelligence, among others, that might explain
such variation. However, one of the most obvious potential explanations for the lack of success of L2 learners
compared to L1 learners is that the acquisition of a foreign language begins at a later age than that of the
mother tongue does. Thus, it has been prevalently assumed that age itself is a predictor of second language
proficiency. This paper focuses on research which has been carried out on maturational constraints for SLA
and hereby tries to find...
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