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the Various Beasts, Birds, Fishes, Insects, Reptiles, and Microscopic Animalcula of the Globe; Being a Complete
History of the Animal Kingdom Man holds the foremost place in the order of creation. The perfection of his
bodily form is as far superior to that of other beings as his intellect surpasses their instinct, beautiful and
marvellous though it be Between man and brutes there is an impassable barrier, over which man can never
fall, or beasts hope to climb. Man, when fallen from his high estate, and deprived of the use of his reason, still
holds his supremacy over the lower animals, and is not subject even to the most perfect and powerful brutes.
There is but one genus of mankind, Homo, and but one species, Sapiens; that is, the rational human being.
Intellect, or reason, differs from instinct in its power of accommodation to circumstances; whereas instinct ever
remains unchanged. Man is modified according to the climate and position in which he is placed. There are
several of these modifications, or varieties as they are called, but authors do not agree as to their number.
Some describe the human family as divided into five varieties or races; the Caucasian, the Mongolian, the
Ethiopian, the Malayan, and the American; each of these being subdivided into families, as for instance the
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