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in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Ruhr-
University of Bochum (Englisches Seminar), course: Frontier
Culture, language: English, abstract: The American Frontier is
one of the United States great myths that has shaped the whole
nation s perception of their world. Even though many scholars
are puzzled by its meaning and the vague definition of the
Frontier (West 1994, 115), it still remains a concept which
captured the American public s imagination and [is] now deeply
woven into the American consciousness (Ridge 1991, 2). The
Frontier immediately evokes images in everyone s head pictures
of a vast and wild land that has been conquered and subjugated
by man. Even Frederick Jackson Turner, one of the great
historians of that time, called the Frontier the meeting point
between savagery and civilization (Engler 2007, 415). This
wilderness is mostly depicted by settlers moving over the
mountains in their trail wagons and also strong and fearless
cowboys facing the dangers and isolation of the Frontier. In
history books, essays and many accounts...
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