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and of the Earliest Settlements of the Inland Part of Pennsylvania From the Day of the Founders Our love of
antiquities, - the contemplation of by-gone days - is an impress of the Deity. It is our hold on immortality. The
same aFection which makes us reach forward and peep into futurity, prompts us to travel back to the hidden
events which transpired before we existed. We thus feel our span of existence enlarged even while we have the
pleasure to identify ourselves with the scenes or the emotions of our forefathers. For the same cause relics are
so earnestly sought and sedulously preserved, - they are full of local impressions, and transfer the mind back to
scenes before. As Americans, we see in a short life more numerous incidents to excite our observation and to
move our wonder, than any other people. The very newness of our history and country ministers to our moral
entertainment, and increases our interest in contemplating the passing events. A single life in this rapidly
growing country, witnesses such changes in the progress of society, and in the embellishments of the arts, as
would require a term of centuries to witness in full grown Europe. If we have no ruins of Pompeii and
Herculaneum to employ our researches, no incomprehensible Stonehenge, nor circle of Dendara to move our
wonder, we have abundant themes of unparalleled surprise in following down the march of civilization and
improvements, - from the first landing of our...
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