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Subcommittee on Agricultural Research, Conservation, Forestry and General Legislation of the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, Washington, DC. The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:03 a.m., in
Room Sr-332, Russell Senate Office Building, Hon. Thomas A. Daschle presiding. Present or submitting a
statement: Senators Daschle, Conrad and Harkin. Statement Of Hon. Thomas A. Daschle, A U.S. Senator From
South Dakota Senator Daschle. The hearing will come to order. Let me thank all of our witnesses this morning
for agreeing to participate in what | hope will be another productive session this morning, talking about an
issue of great interest and concern. A number of other Senators have expressed interest in coming by, and I am
sure they will be here shortly. In many parts of the country, agriculture and rural communities face dire
circumstances. Declining commodity prices, increasing agricultural imput costs, ongoing environmental
concerns, and the loss of jobs from rural communities all add up to a very serious situation in rural America. To
compound this problem, budgetary constraints within the Government continue to chip away at agricultural
support programs. A wheat farmer having few or no options for producing alternative crops could lose 360
percent of his net cash income under current plans to reduce the acreage for which farmers receive support.
Something must be done, and short-term solutions are not the total answer. Historically, most American
farmers have had more cropping alternatives and produced a more diverse number of crops than they
currently do. In the Midwest, for example, climactic and...
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