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Obstetric Auscultation: With an Analysis of the Evidences of
Pregnancy, and an Inquiry Into the Proofs of the Life and Death
of the Fetus in Utero If we for a moment consider the responsible
task for medical adviser is occasionally called upon to perform,
when desired to pronounce on the existence or absence of
pregnancy; that peace of mind, domestic happiness, character,
property, nay even life itself, may be sacrificed by inaccuracy in
his diagnosis; we shall find sample reason to question, whether
there be, in the broad field of medical science, any subject which
more calls for the attention of the practitioner, as well from its
importance as from the difficulty so frequently attending its
investigation. Every medical man, at all conversant with
midwifery practice, knows how often he is required to give an
opinion in cases of doubtful pregnancy, by his ordinary patients,
who are naturally anxious to be acquainted with their real
situation; and he also well knows what dissatisfaction and want
to confidence his refusal to give a decided answer...
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