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described by St. John.1 Much less, surely, can it be held to exclude the intention, recorded in St. Mark and St.
Luke, of the women to anoint--a circumstance probably left unnoticed because never carried into effect,2 or
because soon overshadowed by greater events. The point is very immaterial as to when precisely the purchases
of spices were made. The internal probability, as Professor Lake would say, is that the purchases were
commenced in the short space that remained before the Sabbath began, and were completed after the
Sabbath ended. Most likely some women made purchases at one time, others at another. In stating, however,
that they returned, and prepared spices and ointments, 8 St. Luke is probably not intending to fix any precise
time: perhaps had not the means of doing it. The next verse [ And on the Sabbath they rested, according to the
commandment ] as the uev shows, and the RV. correctly indicates, begins a new paragraph. With the
narratives of the wonderful events of the Easter morning, which are next to be considered, 1 Ut supra, p. 61. 2
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